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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SENV, TPHY, IN 

SUBJECT: EPA/SAO FUNDING DOST PROPOSALS IN FY 1978 


REF: STATE 200345 


1 . WE APPRECIATE EPA'S CONCERN IN RECEIVING PROJECT PROPOSALS FROM 
DOST WITHOUT FURTHER DELAY. 


2. REVIEW OF PROJECT PROPOSALS INCLUDING FINANCIAL REQUIREMENTS HAS 
UNAVOIDABLY BEEN DELAYED DUE TO DR. RAMANATHAN'S ABSENCE FROM 
OFFICE ON HEALTH REASONS. HE IS EXPECTED TO JOIN DUTY SHORTLY, IF 
PERMITTED BY HIS DOCTORS. 


3. WE HAVE DISCUSSED THE SITUATION WITH DR. DESHPANDE. WE HAVE 
TOLD HIM THAT UNLESS EPA RECEIVE PROJECTS FROM DOST BY MID AUGUST 
THEY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO INITIATE THE REQUEST FOR BLOCKING A TWO 
MILLION RUPEES GRANT THIS FISCAL YEAR FOR MANAGEMENT BY DOST FOR 
THE PLANNED COLLABORATIVE PROGRAM. WE ARE VIGOROUSLY PURSUING 
WITH CONCERNED OFFICIALS TO EXPEDITE REVIEW OF THESE PROJECT 
PROPOSALS. IN THE MEANWHILE, WE ARE TRYING TO OBTAIN COPIES OF 
PRELIMINARY DRAFT PROPOSALS UNDER REVIEW BY DOST FOR EPA TO INITIATE 
THE 

REVIEW PROCESS. ANY CHANGES MADE BY DOST IN THEIR FINAL REVIEW AND 
APPROVAL OF GOI PROTOCOL AND BUDGET FOR EACH PROPOSAL MAY BE 
INCORPORATED LATER IN PROCESSING EPA APPROVAL OF THE RESEARCH 
PROJECT. 
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4. WE DO NOT CONSIDER A VISIT BY EPA REPRESENTATIVE AT THIS 
STAGE NECESSARY. 

GOHFF.N 
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